
The E-Rate program has been a phenomenal success in bringing internet access to almost every 

classroom in America. In the last funding cycle, applications from schools and libraries requested a total 

of more than $5 billion—twice the amount of available funding. I respectfully urge the FCC to increase 

funding for the E-Rate program to at least $5 billion to meet this demand. All students need access to 

high-speed broadband. Our nation’s future depends on their success. 

In addition, the process by which applications are approved and denied is difficult to understand and 

based on standards for urban and traditionally defined rural communities. The problem in the Bush, or 

rural Alaska, is that communication is not beneficial or impactful on education, it is vital in every sense 

of the word. There is nothing more necessary to the children and communities of Bush Alaska as Erate 

funding. Please take the time to see the benefits and challenges unique to Bush Alaska.  

Thank You,  

Sam Bourgeois 

Director of Technology 

Lower Yukon School District 


